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Assemble your team 
Develop your strategy 
Boldly go where no one has
gone before. 

CORE MESSAGE: 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

 

strategic

Community Solar
Eclipse Planning,

I wish you every success in
planning for your community
to shine in the Moon's shadow.  

Dr. Kate Russo
Founder, Being in the Shadow 

start planning early; focus on
the community in addition to eclipse
tourists;  consult with eclipse
experts to prepare for the unknowns. 
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TOTAL ECLIPSE FACTS  



ECLIPSE GEOMETRY

a long, narrow path

BY RICK FIENBERG
ASTRONOMER, SCIENCE COMMUNICATOR, PROJECT MANAGER OF THE AMERICAN ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY (AAS) SOLAR ECLIPSE TASK FORCE.

annular (ring) eclipse

a total eclipse, 

a partial solar
eclipse

hybrid, or annular-total,
solar eclipse.



Solar viewers must be certified by a properly accredited testing laboratory to meet the ISO
12312-2 international safety standard for such products.

Eclipse planners should confidently refer to the
AAS authoritative guidance on eye safety, which
is evidence-based and written by international
experts in safe solar viewing.

SAFE SOLAR VIEWING



TOTALITY: THE EXPERIENCE

Totality is fully immersive, with
exciting things happening above
you, around you, and within you.  
 For some, it is life-changing.  



THE PATH OF TOTALITY 

path of totality on April 8, 2024

partial solar eclipse

To experience the awe of a total
solar eclipse, you MUST be within
the path of totality.   

It is crucial for communities to
understand their unique
positioning within the path and
to tailor their plans accordingly.   



Along with the direct economic
benefits of the eclipse, consider the
indirect benefits—years of free
publicity can generate numerous
opportunities and open up new
tourism markets.   

BENEFITS OF BEING IN
THE PATH 

 2015 - FAROE ISLANDS

2017 - USA

2012 - NORTH QLD, AUSTRALIA

WYOMING IN DETAIL



AN ECLIPSE BONANZA

After an "eclipse
drought" of almost
40 years, the
continent of North
America is "flooded"
with solar eclipse
opportunities until
2024.

2017 total solar eclipse on August 21
2021 annular solar eclipse on June 10

2023 annular solar eclipse on October 14

 2024
total solar eclipse on April 8.  



ANNULAR SOLAR ECLIPSE 2023

October 14 (Saturday). This is an ANNULAR solar eclipse. 



TOTAL SOLAR ECLIPSE 2024

April 8 (Monday).  This is a TOTAL solar eclipse. 



Total Solar Eclipse

Hybrid (Annular-Total) Solar Eclipse

Total Solar Eclipse

Total Solar Eclipse

Total Solar Eclipse

Total Solar Eclipse

Total Solar Eclipse

SOLAR ECLIPSES 2021-30 
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Effective eclipse planning is
about preparing for the
knowns and reducing and
managing the unknowns.
Planners need to accept
that some things will remain
unknown. 

WHERE TO START



COMMUNITY PLANNING
PROFILES 

EVANGELICAL EMBRACERS

Forward-thinking
stakeholders see the benefit
of being a community
within the path of totality,
and would be wise to
embrace the opportunity as
early as possible.  

COMMUNITY CHAMPIONS

WATCHFUL WAITERS UNSUPPORTED HEROES



WHO'S IN CHARGE?

will

will
will

A solar eclipse occurs due to
celestial mechanics, without
any human intervention. This
creates an interesting paradox:
nobody is "in charge." 

No community chooses to
host totality—the Universe
chooses you.    



WHO WILL COME? 

Local population

Friends and relatives of locals

Eclipse chasers

People living outside of the path

Eclipse tour groups 

Scientists and astronomers

DIFFERENT AUDIENCES TO CONSIDER

The total solar eclipse is an
experience that will
appeal to all ages, and will
be remembered for a
lifetime.  
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ASSEMBLE YOUR TEAM 

Community eclipse
planning should
never be the
responsibility of one
individual. Build upon
existing strengths
and resources within
the region. 

High-Level Support 

Local Eclipse Task Force/Panel

Eclipse Coordinator 



 

weather expert 

 eclipse chaser

astronomy expert

science educator

past eclipse coordinator

Additional support staff 

Expert Advisors 

Left:



LEGACY

E C L I P S E  P L A N N I N G  S T R A T E G Y

DIFFERENTIATION BRANDING

What is our eclipse
unique selling point 

How should we best brand
and market the eclipse  

What is our desired
eclipse legacy   

DEVELOP YOUR STRATEGY

Align your eclipse planning
with your community
strategic plans. The eclipse
then becomes a focal point
—not a diversion—to
meeting your long-term
goals.  



Your overall strategy
should include multiple
levels of engagement—
including locals, visitors,
the media, and other
stakeholders.

COMMUNICATION STRATEGY 

PROACTIVE MEDIA STRATEGY 

what is an eclipse, why should you get into the path, what
is it like to experience totality, how many people are
expected, what's on offer, what are the local times, what
will the weather be like, how has this impacted the
region, what options are there for people to book. 

You can effectively leverage years of
free publicity for your community by
planning early. 



SKELETON TIMELINE FOR PLANNING

A countdown timer should be on
public display in the final year to
count down the days to totality. 



BOLDLY GO 
  

Estimating crowds Plan your events 

The eclipse will
likely be an
unprecedented
event for your
region. You should
think creatively and
"outside the box"
with regards to
planning, events,
and solutions to
overcome any 
 obstacles.  

Aim high—use this
unique opportunity for
your community to shine.   



 

Eclipse merchandise Funding

What about the weather?

People come from all
over the world to get into
the path of totality. Help
them make it memorable
for all the right reasons. 



RESOURCES
 

Authoritative science information – 

Interactive Google maps featuring detailed eclipse
information for any location 

Personalized information for your community

Detailed maps of the path of totality

Climate statistics along the path of totality

Solar viewer manufacturers 

Information about the experience of
totality 

Being in the Shadow: The First-
Time Total Solar Eclipse Experience

http://www.mreclipse.com/
http://xjubier.free.fr/en/site_pages/SolarEclipsesGoogleMaps.html
http://www.eclipse2024.org/
https://nationaleclipse.com/events.html
http://www.greatamericaneclipse.com/
http://www.eclipsophile.com/
http://www.rainbowsymphony.com/
http://www.eclipse.aas.org/
http://www.beingintheshadow.com/


USEFUL ORGANISATIONS

American Astronomical Society (AAS) Solar Eclipse Task
Force

The International Astronomical
Union’s Working Group on
Solar Eclipses  - 

http://www.eclipse.aas.org/
https://sites.williams.edu/iau-eclipses
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FINAL THOUGHTS

Preparing your
community for a total
solar eclipse is
challenging but also
immensely rewarding. 

Assemble your team 
Develop your strategy  

Boldly go where no one has gone before. 



ABOUT THE AUTHOR

A one hour Zoom
consultation to talk you
through your unique
positioning and guidance to
get you started 

A detailed eclipse strategy
report for your community
with clear recommendations 

Tailored online presentations 

In-community visits for
community engagement,
stakeholder planning, and
media opportunities

Interactive Zoom master-
classes on key topics for
eclipse planners.  Max 6
participants per class.   

 Kate offers the following: 

Need help to
tailor this
evidence-based
guidance to your
community?   

mailto:kate@beinginthesheshadow.com


A GUIDE FOR COMMUNITIES IN THE PATH OF TOTALITY


